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The Virtues of the Qur’an

The Speech of the Lord of the worlds

+ This Speech is of the Creator of the universe Himself, Whose
knowledge is limitless. It was revealed through Jibril who is
strong and trustworthy, and the one on whom it was revealed was
also truthful and believed.

Allah the Exalted says:
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“And indeed, the Qur an is the revelation of the Lord of the worlds. The
Trustworthy Spirit has brought it down Upon your heart, [O
Muhammad] - that you may be of the warners.”
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‘Amr Ibn Dinar 4% said, “I have met people for seventy years saying
that Allah is the Creator, and everything besides Him is creation, and
the Qur’an is the Speech of Allah the Mighty and Majestic”.

The Eternal Speech

+ The Noble Qur’an is the eternal Speech of Allah the Exalted,
in which falsehood can never make a way.

Allah the Exalted says:
JJiJ:.’LWUA’ﬂ} s\a.u ot J.ELJ\ :"\-’: ’;0;,5 :Jl::g ij[j .

[41-42:50520 10 Neoes

R

“And indeed, it is a mighty Book. Falsehood cannot approach it from
before it or from behind it; [it is] a revelation from a [Lordwho is] Wise
and Praiseworthy.”




The Best Speech

¢ Jabir <% reported that Allah's Messenger £ used to say in his
prayer, after the Tashahhud:
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“The best speech is the Speech of Allah and the best guidance is the
guidance of Muhammad ££.”

The Well-Guarded Speech
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“Indeed, it is We who sent down the Qur’ an and indeed, We will be its
guardian.”

The Book of Guidance and Light
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“And if there should come to you guidance from Me - then whoever

follows My guidance will neither go astray [in the world] nor suffer [in
the Hereafter].”
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“O mankind, there has come to you a conclusive proof from your Lord,
and We have sent down to you a clear light.”
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Zayd Ibn Argam <« said, “...Allah's Messenger £¢ said, '"To proceed:
O people, I am a human being. A messenger from my Lord is about to
come to me, and I shall respond (meaning, my time of death might
come soon and [ will leave). I am leaving among you two weighty
things. The first one is the Book of Allah in which there is guidance and
light, so hold fast to the Book of Allah and adhere to it.' He exhorted and




motivated (us) regarding the Book of Allah. Then he said, 'And (the
second is) the members of my household. I urge you to remember
Allah, inregards to the members of my family."...”

A source of guidance for the believers and a source of
(further) misguidance for those who deny

¢ The Qur’an is a guide and healing for those who believe, and
for those who do not believe, it is not only a source of
misguidance for them, but an increase in their misguidance also.
Allah the Exalted says:
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“Say, 'It is, for those who believe, a guidance and cure.' And those who
do not believe - in their ears is deafness, and it is upon them blindness.
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Zayd Ibn Arqam <« reported that Allah's Messenger £z said, “The
Book of Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, is the rope of Allah. He who
follows it would be upon guidance, and he who abandons it would be
upon misguidance.”
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The Qur’an is an admonition for a person with a living heart
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“It is not but a message and a clear Qur’an. To warn whoever is alive
andjustify the word against the disbelievers.’
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Ibn ul-Qayyim 4% said, “There are three types of people: A man with a
dead heart, and this is the person who does not even have a heart, so the
verse (of the Qur’an) is not a reminder for him.

Second: The person whose heart is alive and alert, but he does not listen
attentively to the recited verses by which Allah informs about the
observable signs.

This is either because the verses have not reached him or because they
reached him at a time when his heart was preoccupied with something
else, so his heart was absent and not present. This person likewise does
not receive any reminder, even though he is capable of it and has a
heart.

Third: A man whose heart is alive and alert, and he is ready (to receive
admonition). When the verses are recited to him he listens with an alert
heart and preoccupies his heart with only trying to understand what he
is listening to, and does not pay attention to anything else.

So his heart is present, and he also listens attentively. Such people
benefit from the verses which are recited and also from the signs which
are observed.

An appointed guardian
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An-Nawas Ibn Sam‘an al-Ansariyy <% reported that Allah's
Messenger ££ said, “Allah has given a parable of the straight path, and
on the two s1des of this path there are two walls containing doorways.
On these doorways, there are curtains that are lowered down. At the
gate of this path, there is a caller saying, 'O people! come and enter the
straight path all together and do not get diverted.' And another caller is
calling from the path. When a person wants to open the curtain on any
of these doors, he says, 'Woe to you! Do not open it! For if you open it,
you will enter it. The path is Islam. The two walls are the set limits of
Allah, Most High. And the open doors are the prohibitions set by Allah,
the Most High. That caller at the gate of the path is the Book of Allah,
the Mighty and Majestic. And the caller on the path is Allah's
admonition in the heart of every Muslim."’

A Book that guides to the straight path
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“Indeed, this Qur’an guides to that which is most suitable and gives

good tidings to the believers who do righteous deeds that they will have
agreatreward.”

A Book that leads to the ways of peace
wﬁ\wopur:w\;sv.ﬁ’“u”* S5l 15 i) AT -
’ca\ww\auu;-\_e.’owﬁgﬂfj w\w(,.f;b-.u }.509 ")”

]

g\w,xwmuﬁ.s\g\ WH\;,:(;_@;J.,-WH_:J\J_;:UPQ
[15-16:5511) o(..a.....; bije




“O People of the Scripture, there has come to you Our Messenger
making clear to you much of what you used to conceal of the Scripture
and overlooking much. There has come to you from Allah a light and a
clear Book, by which Allah guides those who pursue His pleasure to the
ways of peace and brings them out from darknesses into the light, by
His permission, and guides them to a straight path.”

Ahealing and mercy for those who believe and a source of loss
for the wrongdoers
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“O mankind, there has to come to you instruction from your Lord and

healing for what is in the breasts and guidance and mercy for the
believers.”
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Mujahid 2% and Qatadah 4% said: No one sits with the Qur’an except
that he gets up with either increase or loss. This is Allah's decree that He
has made that the Qur’an is a healing and mercy for the believers, and it
does not increase the wrongdoers except in loss.

A Blessed Book
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“[This is] a blessed Book which We have revealed to you, [O
Muhammad], that they might reflect upon its verses and that those of
understanding would be reminded.”

An Honourable Book
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“Indeed, those who disbelieve in the message after it has come to
them... And indeed, it is a mighty Book.”
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The word karim is a comprehensive word to describe what is praised.
And the Qur’an is karim because it contains what is worthy of praise,
such as guidance, light, clarity, knowledge and wisdoms. So a person of
understanding takes evidence from it and derives rulings. A wise
person derives help, proof and evidence from it. A person who teaches
manners benefits from it and gains strength through it. Every scholar
gains the foundation of his knowledge from the Qur’an. And it is said
that the Qur’an is called karim because contrary to the previous
scriptures it can be learned by the old and the young, the intelligent and
the crass; every one can memorize it. And it is said that if a speech is
read again and again then the listeners get bored of it, and begin to view
it with little importance, and the ears get weary of it. But the honourable
Qur’an is karim. The excess of recitation does not diminish its value,
and referring to it repeatedly does not make it old and worn out, nor do
the listeners get bored of it, nor does it become heavy on the tongue,
rather it remains fresh for every era.

A Book thatis Prestigious

’

“But this is an honoured Qur’ an.’
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A Book that is Great
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“And We have certainly given you, [O Muhammad)], seven of the often
repeated [verses|] and the great Qur'an.”

A Book full of wisdom
“Ya, Sin. By the wise Qur’an.” [1-21&210@-’5’/‘3‘ Q"}mjoﬂ .

An Eloquent and heart moving Book
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“A Book whose verses have been detailed, an Arabic Qur’an for a
people who know.

’

A Book that is comprehensive and detailed
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“Alif, Lam, Ra. [This is] a Book whose verses are perfected and then
presented in detail from [one who is] Wise and Acquainted.”

A Collection of all knowledge
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‘Abdullah (ibn Mas‘td) <% said, “Whoever intends (to acquire)
knowledge, then he should reflect on the Qur’an, for in it is the
knowledge of'the first and the last.”

An Easy Book
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“And We have certainly made the Qur’ an easy for remembrance, so is
there any who will remember?”
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Ibn ul-Qayyim #% says: The Qur’an is easy for taking admonition
from. This ease is of various kinds:

First: There is ease in memorizing its words
Second: There is ease in understanding its meanings
Third: There is ease in following its commands and prohibitions
A Clear Book
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“.... And We have sent down to you the Book as clarification for all
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things and as guidance and mercy and good tidings for the Muslims.’
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The statement of Allah: “And We have sent down to you the Book as
clarification for all things ” means that in this Book the principles of the
religion and its detailed aspects, the laws of both worlds, and all that the
servants are in need of knowing is stated clearly in the most perfect
form of clarity, in clear words and obvious meanings. ..

Because this Qur’an mentions everything in detail, it is a proof against
all of mankind from Allah. With it, the argument of the wrongdoers is
curtailed, and those who surrender benefited from it and it became their
guide. So they seek guidance from it for their worldly and religious
affairs, and the Qur’an became a mercy for them, a means of attaining
every good in the world and the Hereafter.




ABook unlike any other
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“Say, 'lIf mankind and the jinn gathered in order to produce the like of
this Qur’an, they could not produce the like of it, even if they were to
each other assistants.' And We have certainly diversified for the people
in this Qur’an from every [kind] of example, but most of the people
refused [anything] except disbelief.”

A Bearer of good news and a Warner
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“A Book whose verses have been detailed, an Arabic Qur’an for a
people who know, as a giver of good tidings and a warner; but most of
them turn away, so they do not hear.”

A Criterion over previous Books
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“And We have revealed to you, [O Muhammad], the Book in truth,

confirming that which preceded it of the Scripture and as a criterion
overit....”

Its virtue compared to the previous Books
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Wathilah Ibn al-Asqa‘ <3 reported that the Prophet £ said, “I have
been given in place of Tawrah the Seven (i.e. the seven long siirahs),




and [ have been given in place of Zabiir the Mi ‘in (i.e. stirahs with 100
verses), and [ have been given in place of Injil the Mathaniyy (i.e. the
oft-repeated ones), and [ have been given preference with the Mufassal
(i.e. the short stirahs from Siirah Muhammad till the end of Qur’an).”

Its comprehensiveness compared to the previous Books
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Tbn Mas ‘Gid <& reported that Allah's Messenger £ said, “The earlier
Books were revealed upon a single bab (topic) and a single sarf (mode
of reading / dialect), and the Qur’an has been revealed upon seven
abwab and seven ahrif. (It contains) warnings, commands, lawful,
unlawful, muhkam (i.e. the specified), mutashabihat (i.e. the
unspecific), and examples.

Therefore, consider its lawful as lawful, and its unlawful as unlawful,
do what you are commanded with and refrain from what you are
forbidden, and take lesson from its examples, act upon its muhkam,
believe in its mutashabih and say, "We believe in it, it is all from our
Lord.”




The importance of having a connection
with the Qur’an

The importance of studying and teaching the Qur’'an
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“....Was not the covenant of the Scripture taken from them that they
would not say about Allah except the truth, and they studied what was
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“.... but (instead, he would say], 'Be pious scholars of the Lord because

of what you have taught of the Scripture and because of what you have
studied."”
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Umayr Ibn Rabi'ah 4 reported, saying: [ saw Abii Darda «i% teaching
the Qur’an to a group of his companions.

The best people are those who learn and teach the Qur’an
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Uthman < reported that the the Prophet £ said, “The best among
you are those who learn the Qur’an and teach it.”
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‘Ugbah Ibn ‘Amir < said, “When we were in Suffah, Allah's
Messenger £z came out and said, 'Which of you would like to go out
every morning to Buthan or to ‘Aqiq and bring two large she-camels
without being guilty of sin or without severing the ties of kinship?' We
said, '"Messenger of Allah £z, we would like to do it.' Upon this he said,
"Wouldn't one of you go out in the morning to the mosque and teach or
recite two verses from the Book of Allah, the Mighty and Majestic?
That is better for him than two she-camels, and three verses are better
(than three she-camels), and four verses are better for him than four
(she-camels), and so on than their numbers in camels.”

The special servants of Allah
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Anas Ibn Malik < said, “Allah's Messenger £ said, 'Allah has His
own people among mankind.' They said, "Who are the people of Allah
among them?' He said, 'The people of the Qur’an are the people of
Allah and those who are special to Him."””

More virtuous than Jihad
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‘Aliyy al-Azdiyy 4% came to Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas w# and said, “O
Ibn ‘Abbas w4, what is the best form of jihad?” Ibn ‘Abbas w said,
“Did you say jihad?” He said, “Yes.” Ibn ‘Abbas w=%- said, “Shall [ not

inform you of what is better for you than jihad? You go to the mosque
and recite Qur’anin it, and learn figh.”

The advice of the Prophet £2to hold on to the Qur’an
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Talhah Ibn Musarrif %% said, “I asked ‘Abdullah Ibn AbT Awfa =i,
'Did the Prophet £ make a will (to appoint his successor or bequeath
wealth)?' He replied, 'No." I said, 'How is it prescribed then for the
people to make wills, and they are ordered to do so while the Prophet &2
did not make any will?" He said, 'He made a will wherein he
recommended Allah's Book."

Women should also have a connection with the Qur’an
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“And abide in your houses and do not display yourselves as [was] the
display of the former times of ignorance. And establish prayer and give
zakah and obey Allah and His Messenger. Allah intends only to remove
from you the impurity [of sin], O people of the [Prophet's] household,
and to purify you with [extensive] purification. And remember what is

recited in your houses of the verses of Allah and wisdom. Indeed, Allah
is ever Subtle and Acquainted [with all things].”

Teaching Qur’an to the children
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Teach your child the Qur’'an, and the Qur’an will teach him
everything.
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Ibn ‘Abbas & said, “Allah's Apostle £ died when [ was a boy of ten
years, and [ had learnt the Muhkam (ofthe Qur’an).”




Having children write the Qur’an

z £

revelation for him.

The Qur an suffices as mahr
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Qur’an.”
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Zayd Ibn Thabit < reported that, when the Prophet £ came to
Madinah, he (Zayd) was eleven years old and would write the
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Sahl Ibn Sa‘d < said, “A woman came to the Prophet £z, and offered
herselfto him. He said, 'l do not have any need for women right now.' A
man said, 'Messenger of Allah £, marry her to me!' He asked, 'Do you
have anything?' He replied, 'l do not have anything.' He said, 'Give
something to her, even if only an iron ring.' He said, 'l do not have
anything.' He asked, 'Do you know any of the Qur’an?' He said, 'Such-
and-such.' He said, 'l have married her to you for what you know of the




The benefits of having a connection
with the Qur’an

A successful trade
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“Indeed, those who recite the Book of Allah and establish prayer and
spend [in His cause] out of what We have provided them, secretly and
publicly, [can] expect a profit that will never perish.”

Receiving the love of Allah and of His Messenger through the
Qur’an

Ed O 06 b pass Al Lo 41 g Bl s pan G i 2 ¥
[86579:x« \;\J—Ja.U,.Q\.mJ] :’Utlc‘djw :\.U\w}@_edb.aj\

‘Abdullah (ibn Mas ‘0d) «#- said, Whoever wishes to know how much
he loves Allah and His Messenger should check: if he loves the Qur’an,
then he loves Allah and His Messenger £z.

Increasing in faith
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“The believers are only those who, when Allah is mentioned, their

hearts become fearful, and when His verses are recited to them, it
increases them in faith; andupon their Lord they rely.”
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Shaykh Sa‘di 4 said: “...01a3) 445315 40 e E51313”  “and
when His verses are recztea’ to them, it increases them in faith”. The
reason for this is that they listen to the verses with an present heart and
attentiveness so they reflect on them, which results in their increase of
faith, because tadabbur (reflection) is of the actions of the heart,

¢ They get to know meanings which they were unaware of

¢ They getreminded of matters which they had forgotten

¢ Ortheydevelop the inclination to perform good deeds

+ Andthe desire to receive the generosity and reward of their Lord
¢ Orthe fear of punishment and of sin is produced in their heart

+ Andall of these matters increase faith.
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Jundub bin ‘Abdullah < and Ibn ‘Umar <& and others said, “We
learned iman, then we learnt the Qur’an, and so we increased in z7man.”
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Ibn Mas‘td «% said, “Whoever has three (things) in him, Allah will

fill his heart with 7man: companionship of a scholar, recitation of the
Qur’an, and fasting.”

Attaining nearness to Allah the Exalted
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Hafiz Zayn ud-Din Ibn Rajab 4% said, “... Of all the voluntary deeds by
which a servant can attain nearness to Allah is the frequent recitation of
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the Qur’an, and listening to it with reflection, attentiveness and
comprehension.”
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Khabbab Ibn al-Aratt «= said to a man, “Draw near Allah as much as
you are able, and know that you can never draw near Him with anything
more beloved to Him than His Speech.”

Receiving Allah's mercy
[155:¥1] O bj-i}};' S \353\} 33;{3'13 s_§ \ iy \.Uaj .
“And this [Qur’an] is a Book We have revealed [which is] blessed, so

Jollow it and fear Allah that you may receive mercy.”

Receiving the company of the angels
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Abil Hurayrah <« said that Allah's Messenger £ said, “Those
persons who assemble in the house among the houses of Allah
(mosques) and recite the Book of Allah and they learn and teach the
Qur'an (among themselves) there would descend upon them

tranquility and mercy would cover them and the angels would surround
them and Allah mentions them in the presence of those near Him.”

Because of Qur’an a person is mentioned in good terms in the
world and the heavens
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Abii Sa‘1d al-Khudriyy <« reported that a man came to him and said,
“Advise me. ” He said, “You have asked me what | asked Allah's
Messenger £; before you. I advise you to observe fagwa of Allah, for it
is the head of everything. And you must perform jihad, for it is the
monasticism of Islam. And you must engage in the remembrance of
Allah and recitation of the Qur’an, for it is (a means of) mercy for you in
the sky, and your good mention on the earth.”
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Abil Dharr <« reported that Allah's Messenger £ said, “Due upon

you is the recitation of the Qur’an and the remembrance of Allah, the

Mighty and Majestic, for it is (a means of) your good mention in the
sky, and a light for you on the earth.”

Because of the Qur’an a person becomes honourable in this
world also
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‘Amir Ibn Wathilah % reported that Nafi* Ibn ‘Abd ul-Harith £ met
‘Umar <% at ‘Usfan and ‘Umar <« had employed him as collector in
Mecca. He (‘Umar) said to him (Nafi‘), “Whom have you appointed as
collector over the people of the valley?” He said, “Ibn Abza #%.” He
said, “Who is Ibn Abza #%?” He said, “He is one of our freed slaves.”
He (‘Umar) said, “So you have appointed a freed slave over them.” He
said, “He is well versed in the Book of Allah, the Mighty and Majestic,
and he is well versed in the commandments and injunctions.”
‘Umar <= said, “So the Prophet £Z said, 'By this Book, Allah would
exalt some peoples and degrade others.”
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Wisdom and Intelligence
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Ka'b «% said, “Hold fast to the Qur’an, for it is sharpness of the
intellect, the light of wisdom, and a source of knowledge. It is the most
recent Book revealed by the Most Merciful. Allah revealed in the
Tawrah, 'O Muhammad! I will reveal upon you a new Tawrah that will
open blind eyes, deaf ears, and heedless hearts."”
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Muhammad Ibn Ka‘b 4% said, “Whoever recites the Qur’an benefits
from his intellect, even if he reaches two hundred years in age.”
Being saved from ‘J3i <sl’
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas w4 said, “He who recites the Qur’an will not be
reversed to the most decrepit (old) age so that he will not know a thing,
after (having had) knowledge. And that is (in accordance with) the
statement of Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, 'Then We return him to the
lowest of the low, Except for those who believe...”

‘o

The Qur’an saves a person from misguidance
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Regarding the statement of the Most High,
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“...Then whoever follows My guidance will neither go astray nor
suffer,” “‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas w% said, “Allah, the Most High, has
guaranteed for the one who recites the Qur’an and acts by it that he will
not go astray in the world, nor will he suffer in the Hereafter.” And he
recited the ayah.
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Malik % reported that it reached him that Allah's Messenger ££ said,
“I have left two matters with you. As long as you hold on to them, you
will not go the wrong way. They are the Book of Allah and the Sunnah
of His Prophet.”

The Qur’an saves a person from the misleading of devils
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‘Abdullah « said, “This (straight) path is oft-frequented. The devils
frequent it often and call out, 'O servant of Allah, (come) this (other)
way!' So hold on to the Rope of Allah. Indeed the Rope of Allah is the
Qur’an.”

The Qur’an saves a person from sins
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Shaykh ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah %% said, “When a person recites the
Qur’an and reflects on it, then this is of the strongest means to prevent
him from sins, or at least some of them.”




The Qur’an is a means of curing diseases
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‘A’ishah wi reported that Allah's Messenger £2 came to her while a

woman was treating her or reciting rugyah for her. He said, “Treat her
with the Book of Allah.”

Because of the Qur’an a person is able to attain their goals
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Imam Ibrahtm al-Mugqaddisi 4% would advise his student ‘Abbas Ibn
‘Abd ad-Dayam %, “Increase in the recitation of the Qur’an and do not

leave it, for what you seek will only be made easy for you, according to
how much yourecite (of the Qur’an).”

Salvation in the world and the Hereafter
Ljs\u;\)uijw@wcugwwbw\ ’“" :)_,\J\_;Sﬁ’

Ajb\dbudl.cﬂ\ udﬁuww’u\;ﬂj 2 g5l
[450: o liz cmSILl o j)s

Ibn ul-Qayyim 4% said, “There is nothing more beneficial for the slave,
neither for this life nor the next, nothing that will draw him closer to
salvation, than tadabbur on the Qur’an, and spending much time
reflecting upon it, and focusing all of his thoughts upon the meaning of
its verses.”

The virtue of the person who recites the Qur 'an
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Abii Miisa al-Ash‘ariyy <« reported that the Prophet £ said, "The
example of him who recites the Qur’an is like that of a citron, which
tastes good and smells good.

+ And he who does not recite the Qur’an is like a date, which is good
in taste but has no smell.

¢ And the example of a dissolute wicked person who recites the
Qur’an is like basil, which smells good but tastes bitter.

+ And the example of a dissolute wicked person who does not recite
the Qur’an is like the colocynth, which tastes bitter and has no smell.”
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+ Faith has been compared to delicious food because it is a
hidden blessing which is not apparent to everyone,

+ and the Qur’an is compared with a pure fragrance because
everyone can benefit by listening to it, and the Qur’an reveals its
virtues for every listener.
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Ibn Hajar % said, ( .. j—; \-é-i-;-gj” “And it's flavour is bitter”)
because hypocrisy is hidden disbelief and sweetness and deliciousness
is for faith. The Prophet <% compared it to basil because he did not
benefit from the blessing of the Qur’an, and did not succeed even after
experiencing the sweetness of its reward, so its deliciousness and

sweetness is in the place of sound which is the throat, and it did not go
beyond it, nor did it reach the heart.




The Bearer of the Qur’an is worth envy
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‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar <« said that he heard Allah's Messenger £
saying, “There is no (permissible) envy except of two people: a man
whom Allah has given (knowledge of) the Book and he recites it during
the hours of the night, and a man whom Allah has given wealth, and he
spends it in charity during the night and the hours of the day.”

The recitation of the Qur’an is better than voluntary Adhkar
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Ibn Baz 4% said, “The recitation of the Qur’an is more virtuous than
adhkar, except during specific times for which adhkar are prescribed,
such as after the daily prayers, and the adhkar of the morning and the
evening.”

The reward for reciting the Qur’an
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‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘td <& said, “Allah's Messenger £ said,
'Whoever recites a letter from Allah's Book, then he receives the reward
from it, and the reward of ten the like of it. I do not say that A/if Lam

Mim is aletter, but Alifis a letter, Lam is a letter, and Mim is a letter."””

The reward of reciting three verses
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Abii Hurayrah < said, “Allah's Messenger £ said, 'Would any one
of you like, when he returns to his family, to find there three large, fat,
pregnant she-camels? We said, 'Yes.' Upon this he said, 'Three verses
that one of you recites in his prayer are better for him than three large,
fat, pregnant she-camels.”

Thereward of reciting ten verses
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Fudalah Ibn ‘Ubayd <4 and Tamtm ad-Dariyy <4 reported that the
Prophet £ said, “Whoever recites ten verses in the night, a gintar is
written for him, and the gintar is better than the world and what it
contains. And on the Day of Resurrection, your Lord, the Mighty and
Majestic, will say, 'Recite, and rise up in rank, with each verse,' until he
reaches the last verse from it. Your Lord, the Mighty and Majestic, will
say to the slave, 'Grab!' Then the slave will say with his hand, 'O my
Lord, You are Most Knowing (of what I should grab).' He will say, 'In
this (hand), eternity, and in this (hand), delightful blessings."”

The reward of reciting one hundred verses
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Tamim ad-Dariyy <« said, “The Messenger of £ said, 'Whoever
recites a hundred verses in the night, (the reward of) standing (in
worship) throughout the night is written for him.”




The reward of reciting one thousand verses
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‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Amr Ibn al-‘As < said, 'Allah's Messenger £ said,
'Whoever stands (in worship at night, reciting) ten verses, he will not
be recorded among the negligent. And whoever stands (in worship at
night, reciting) a hundred verses, he will be recorded among those who
are obedient to Allah. And whoever stands (in worship at night,
reciting) one thousand verses, he will be recorded among those who
receive huge rewards."”

During the recitation of the Qur’an, angels and tranquility
descend
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Usayd Ibn Hudayr < said that, while he was reciting Sairat al-
Bagqarah at night, and his horse was tied beside him, the horse was
suddenly startled and troubled. When he stopped reciting, the horse
became quiet, and when he started again, the horse was startled again.
Then he stopped reciting and the horse became quiet too. He started
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reciting again and the horse was startled and troubled once again. Then
he stopped reciting and his son Yahya was beside the horse. He was
afraid that the horse might trample him. When he took the boy away
and looked towards the sky, he could not see it (i.e. that which was
bothering the horse). The next morning he informed the Prophet £2
who said, “Recite, O Ibn Hudayr! Recite, O Ibn Hudayr!” Ibn Hudayr
replied, “O Allah's Messenger#£z! My son Yahya was near the horse
and I was afraid that it might trample on him, so I looked towards the
sky, and went to him. When I looked at the sky, I saw something like a
cloud containing what looked like lamps, so [ went out in order not to
seeit.”

The Prophet £ said, “Do you know what that was?”” Ibn Hudayr <5
replied, “No.” The Prophet ££ said, “Those were angels who came near
to you for your voice and if you had kept on reciting till dawn, it would
have remained there till morning when people would have seen it as it
would not have disappeared.”




The benefits in the Hereafter of havmg a
connection with the Qur’a

Ease during the questioning in the grave
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Al-Bara’ Ibn ‘Azib <& said (that Allah's Messenger £ said about the
deceased who was just buried,) ....“And indeed, he hears the beat of
their sandals when they go back, and at that moment he is asked: 'O So-
and-So! Who is your Lord, what is your religion, and who is your
Prophet?' ... Two angels come to him, make him situp.
¢ They ask him: bﬁ) o~ "Who is your Lord?' He replies, 'My Lord is
Allah.'
+ They ask him, ZSC3s s "What is your religion? é)?\..o‘ﬂ\ =2 'He
replies, 'My religion is Islam.'
¢ They ask him, viﬁ & Gl Je i 1ia s 'What is your opinion
about the man who was sent among you?' He rep11es w\ Uy 5p
‘Heis Allah's Messenger £z.
+ They ask, <3 944. L3 '"Who made you aware of this?' He replies,
Lila; PG A SES G5 Tread Allah's Book, believed in it, and
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considered it true.'....

The Qur’an is a protection against the punishment of the
grave
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Abii Hurayrah <« said, “When a man is placed in his grave and when

he is approached (by punishment) from the side of his head, his
recitation of the Qur’anrepelsiit.

¢ Andwhen heis approached from his sides, his charity repels it,

+ and when he is approached from the side of his feet, then his
walking to the masjid repels it (i.e. the punishment), and patience
becomes a barrier.”

On the Day of Resurrection, the Qur’an will come as a person
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Ibn Buraydah #% reported that his father said, “Allah's Messenger &2
said, "The Qur’an will come on the Day of Resurrection, like a pale
man, and will say, “I am the one that kept you awake at night and made
you thirsty during the day.”””’

On the Day of Resurrection, the Qur’'an will come as an
intercessor
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Abi Umamah Al-Bahiliyy <« said, “I heard Allah's Messenger £Z
say, 'Recite the Qur’an, for on the Day of Resurrection, it will come as
an intercessor for its people.”

It will shade a person
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Abl Umamah Al-Bahiliyy <& said, “Allah's Messenger £ said,
'Recite the Qur’an for it will come on the Day of Resurrection as an
intercessor for its companions. Learn the two bright ones (Siirah al-
Bagarah and Ali ‘Imran) because they will both come on the Day of
Resurrection as if they were two clouds, or two shades or two flocks of
birds in ranks, pleading for those who recite them. Learn Siirah al-
Baqarah, for learning it is a blessing and leaving it is a cause of grief,
and the magicians cannot counter it."”

The Qur’an will testify on the Day of Resurrection
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Abii Malik al-Ash‘ariyy < said, “Allah's Messenger £ said, "....The
Qur’an is a proofon your behalf or againstyou...."”

For the reciter of the Qur’an will be a crown of honour and
Allah's approval
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Abii Hurayrah <« reported that the Prophet £ said, “The one who
memorized the Qur’an comes on the Day of Resurrection and (the

reward for reciting the Qur’an) says: 'O Lord! Decorate him.' So he is
donned with a crown of nobility.

¢ Thenitsays: 'O Lord! Give him more!' So he is donned with a suit of
nobility.

¢ Then it says: 'O Lord! Be pleased with him.' So He is pleased with
him.

¢ and it is said to him, 'Recite and rise up, and be increased in reward
with every ayah."”




The parents of the bearer of the Qur’an will be honoured with
acrown of light
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Buraydah <& said, “Allah's Messenger ££ said, 'He will be made to
wear the crown of respect and dignity. His parents will be made to wear
two silky robes, that will be more precious than the world and what is in

it. They will both ask, “Why have we been give this?”” They will be told,
“Because of your teaching your child the Qur’an.””

The status in Paradise of those who read the Qur’an
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Abii Hurayrah < reported from the Prophet £ that, on the Day of
Resurrection, the Qur’an will appear in the guise of a lean human being
and will say, “Do you recognize me?” He will reply, “No, I do not
recognize you.” The Qur’an will say, “I am your companion, the
Qur’an, who kept you thirsty in the scorching heat and awake at night.

+ Every trader would pursue his articles of trade, and today, instead of
being with any trader, I am here for you.

¢ Then he will be given kingship in his right hand and eternity in his
left hand.




+ Hewill be made to wear the crown of respect and dignity.

+ His parents will be made to wear two silky robes, that will be more
precious than the world and what s in it.

¢ They will both ask, “Why have we been give this?” They will be
told, “Because of your teaching your child the Qur’an.” Then the
carrier of the Qur’an will be asked on the Day of Resurrection to, “Start
recitation of the Qur’an, and begin ascending the ranks of Paradise, and
read slowly and beautifully as you did in the world, for your final grade
will be the recitation of the last verse with you.”




Types of I'rad from the Qur’an

Types of I'rad from the Qur’an
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Ibn ul-Qayyim said, “Abandoning of the Qur’an is of several types:
1. Not listening to the Qur’an nor believing in it
RS54 Y5 aslil pmaiLALST
One: To abandon listening to it, believing in it or paying attention to it
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“And those who disbelieve say, 'Do not listen to this Qur an and speak
noisily during [the recitation of] it that perhaps you will overcome."”

2. Not acting by the Qur’an
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Second: To abandon implementing it and abiding by its halal and

haram, even if he recites it and believes in it
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Samurah Ibn Jundab <« said, “.... The Prophet £z said, 'l saw last
night that two men came to me, caught hold of my hands, and took me
to the Sacred Land (Jerusalem).... we went on till we came to a man

lying flat on his back, and another man standing at his head carrying a
stone or a piece of rock, crushing the head of the lying man with that
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stone. Whenever he struck him, the stone rolled away. The man went to
pick it up and by the time he returned to him, the crushed head had
returned to its normal state and the man came back and struck him again
(and so on). I said, “Who is this?” They told me to proceed on. ....And
the one whose head you saw being crushed is the one whom Allah had
given the knowledge of Qur’an but he used to sleep at night (i.e. he did
not recite it then) and did not use to act upon it (i.e. upon its orders, etc.)
by day. And so this punishment will go on till the Day of
Resurrection...."”
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Anas Ibn Malik <& said, “Allah's Messenger £ said, 'The night on
which [ was taken on the Night Journey (Al-Isra’) I came upon a people
whose lips were being cut with scissors of fire. Every time they were cut
up, they were restored. So [ said, “O Jibril, who are these people?”” He
said, “The speakers of your nation, who would say what they would not
do themselves, and would recite the Book of Allah and not act by it.”"”

3. Not judging according to it
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Third: To abandon seeking its judgment and referring to it in regards to
the principles of religion and its branches, and believing instead that
they are not beneficial, and that they are simply words to be recited
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“And when it is said to them, 'Come to what Allah has revealed and to

the Messenger," you see the hypocrites turning away from you in
aversion.”
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“And when they are called to [the words of] Allah and His Messenger
to judge between them, at once a party of them turns aside [in

refusal].”
4. Not understanding it or reflecting upon it
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Fourth: To abandon reflecting upon it, and understanding it, and
knowing the intent of the One who has said it
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“Then do they not reflect upon the Qur’an, or are there locks upon
[their] hearts?”

5. Not seeking treatment through it
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Fifth: To abandon seeking cure and treatment through it, for any
ofthe diseases of the heart and its ailments
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“And We send down of the Qur’an that which is healing and mercy for
the believers, but it does not increase the wrongdoers except in loss.
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And all of this is included in:
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“And the Messenger has said, 'O my Lord, indeed my people have taken
this Qur’ an as [a thing] abandoned."”
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The suffering that results from abandoning
the Qur’an

A source of misguidance
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“And recite to them, [O Muhammad], the news of him to whom we gave
[knowledge of] Our signs, but he detached himself from them; so Satan
pursued him, and he became of the deviators. And if We had willed, we
could have elevated him thereby, but he adhered [instead] to the earth
and followed his own desire. So his example is like that of the dog: if
you chase him, he pants, or if you leave him, he [still] pants. That is the
example of the people who denied Our signs. So relate the stories that
perhaps they will give thought.”

Difficulties in life
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“"And whoever turns away from My remembrance - indeed, he will
have a depressed life, and We will gather him on the Day of
Resurrection blind.' He will say, "My Lord, why have you raised me
blind while I was [once] seeing?’ [Allah] will say, '"Thus did Our signs
come to you, and you forgot them, and thus will you this Day be
forgotten."”

The removal of blessing
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Abi Hurayrah << used to say, “...When the Qur’an is not recited in a
house, then it becomes constricted for its inhabitants, the angels leave
it, the devils are present in it, and its goodness is decreased.”

The influence of shaytan and bad company
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“And whoever is blinded from remembrance of the Most Merciful - We
appoint for him a devil, and he is to him a companion. And indeed, the
devils avert them from the way [of guidance] while they think that they
are [rightly] guided until, when he comes to Us [at Judgement], he says
[to his companion], 'Oh, I wish there was between me and you the
distance between the east and west - how wretched a companion.' And
never will it benefit you that Day, when you have wronged, that you are
[all] sharing in the punishment.”

Severe punishment after death
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“Woe to every sinful liar who hears the verses of Allah recited to him,

then persists arrogantly as if he had not heard them. So give him tidings
of apainful punishment.”
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Samurah Ibn Jundab <« reported that the Prophet £ said in his
narration of a dream that he saw, "he whose head was being crushed

with a stone was one who learnt the Qur’an but never acted on it, and
slept, ignoring the compulsory prayers.”
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Humiliation on the Day of Resurrection
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“And the Messenger has said, 'O my Lord, indeed my people have taken
this Qur’ an as [a thing] abandoned."”




The Rights of the Qur’an

The five rights of the Qur’an
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The Qur’an has five rights upon us, and they are:
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1. The right of recitation - 3 >3 Ga
Sign of the heirs of the Book
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“Those to whom We have given the Book recite it with its true recital.

They [are the ones who] believe in it. And whoever disbelieves in it - it is
they who are the losers.”

Recitation is beautification of the Qur’an
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Shaqiq Ibn Salamah 4% said, “Someone passed by ‘Abdullah <,
with a mushafadorned with gold, so he said, 'Indeed the most beautiful
way in which the mushafis adorned is by its rightful recitation."”




2. The right of memorization - L)l 3a

The Qur’an is easy for memorization
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“And We have certainly made the Qur’ an easy for remembrance, 5o is
there any who will remember?”
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“And We have certainly made the Qur an easy for remembrance, so is
there any who will remember?” Meaning, We have facilitated and
made the learning of Qur’an easy: its words for memorization and
pronunciation, its meanings for understanding and knowledge,
because it is the best speech in terms of words, and most truthful in
meaning, and most clear in explanation. So whoever pays attention to
the Qur’an, then Allah facilitates his goal for him, and makes it easy for
him.

The memorization should be constantly guarded
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Ibn ‘Umar ¥4 reported that Allah's Messenger £ said, “The example
of the person who knows the Qur’an by heart is like the owner of tied
camels. If he keeps them tied, he will control them, but if he releases
them, they will run away.”
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‘Abdullah (ibn Mas‘Tid) <4 said, “The Prophet £Zsaid, 'It is a bad
thing that some of you say, “I have forgotten such-and-such verse of the
Qur’an,” for indeed, he has been caused (by Allah) to forget it. So you
must keep on reciting the Qur’an, because it escapes from the hearts of
men faster than camel do."””

The importance and excellence of memorizing the Qur’an
The Sunnah of the Prophet £
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Memorizing the Qur’an is an ongoing tradition. The Prophet £

memorized the noble Qur’an, and in fact, he used to review it with Jibril
every year.

Memorizing the Qur’an is a means of being saved from the
Fire
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‘Ugbah ibn ‘Amir <& reported that “Allah's Messenger £7 said, 'If
the Qur’an was put in a skin and thrown in the fire, it would not burn.””
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And the apparent meaning of this is what the scholars of hadith have

said, among whom is al-Bayhaqiyy 4% who said in “Shu‘ab” on the

authority of Abii ‘Abdillah «%, “Meaning, the one who bears the
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Qur’an and recites it, then the Fire will not touch him.”

The person who has memorized the Qur’an is deserving of
honour and respect
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Abii Miisa al-Ash ‘ariyy < said, “The Prophet £Z said, 'Glorifying

Allah involves showing honour to a grey-haired Muslim,

+ and (showing honour) to bearer of the Qur’an, who does not acts
extravagantly regarding it, nor turns away fromit,

+ andshowing honourto ajustruler.”

The person who has memorized the Qur’an is of high rank
and position
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‘A’ishah @ said, “Allah's Messenger £7 said, 'One who is proficient
in the Qur’an is associated with the noble, upright, recording angels.
And he who falters in it, and finds it difficult for him, will have two
rewards."”

The person who has memorized the Qur’an is deserving of
leading the peoplein prayer
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Abii Mas‘ad AnsarT <% said, “Allah's Messenger £ said, 'The one
who recites most of the Book of Allah is to lead the people (in prayers).
If they are equal in recitation, then the most knowledgeable in the
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Sunnah among them.

+ Ifthey are equal regarding the Sunnah, then the earliest of them to
emigrate.

¢ Iftheyare equal in their emigration then the eldest among them..."
The memorization of the Qur’an is a means of high ranks in

this world also
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Jabir Ibn ‘Abdullah 4% reported that Allah's Messenger £ shrouded
every two martyrs of Uhud in one piece of cloth, and then he would ask,
“Which of them knew more Qur’an?” When one of them was pointed
out, he would put him first in the grave...”

The Prophet £ was pleased with the child who memorized
the Qur’an
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Zayd <« reported that, when the Prophet £7 arrived at Madinabh,
Zayd <% said that, “I was taken to the Prophet £z, and he was
impressed with me. Then they said, 'O Messenger of Allah, this is a boy
from Bani Najjar and he has memorized many Surahs that Allah has
revealed upon you !

+ The Prophet £ was amazed at this and said, 'O Zayd 4 learn
the writing of the J ews for me, for indeed, by Allah I do not trust them
regarding their communication (with me)."””




Because of their memorization of Qur’an, children were
made imam
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‘Amr Ibn Salamah <% said, “... When Makkah was conquered every
tribe rushed to embrace Islam, and my father hurried to embrace Islam
before (the other members of) my tribe. When my father returned to his
tribe, he said, 'By Allah, I have come to you from the true Prophet £
for sure! and he said, 'Offer such-and-such prayer at such-and-such
time, and when the time for the prayer becomes due, then one of you
should pronounce the adhan (for the prayer), and let the one amongst
you who knows Qur’an most lead the prayer.' So they looked for such a
person, and found none who knew more Qur’an than I, because of the
Qur’an which T'used to learn from the passing travellers. They therefore
made me their imam (to lead the prayer), and at that time [ was a boy of
six or seven years...”

3. The right of reflection - _.23) 3~

The purpose of the revelation of the Qur’an
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“[This is] a blessed Book which We have revealed to you, [O

Muhammad], that they might reflect upon its verses and that those of
understanding would be reminded. ”
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Hasan al-Basriyy 4% said, “The Qur’an was revealed so that it may be
reflected on and acted by, but they have taken its recitation as action.”

The purpose of the revelation of the Qur’an is not only
recitation
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Ibn ul-Qayyim #% said, “As for reflecting upon the Qur’an, then it is to
fix the eyes of the heart upon its meanings, and focusing all of one's
thoughts on understanding and reflecting upon it, and this is the very
objective of the revelation of the Qur'an. Mere recitation, without
understanding and reflection, is not the objective...”

Allah, the Exalted, gives the command to reflect upon the
Qur’an
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“Then have they not reflected over the Qur’an, or has there come to
them that which had not come to their forefathers?”

The condemnation of not reflecting upon the Qur’an
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“Then do they not reflect upon the Qur’an, or are there locks upon
[their] hearts?”
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“Then do they not reflect upon the Qur’an? If it had been from [any]
other than Allah, they would have foundwithin it much contradiction.”

Guidance from the Qur’an is attained through reflection
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Ibn Taymiyyah #% said, “Whoever reflects on the Qur’an, seeking
guidance from it, then the way of truth will become clear to him.”

Giving preference to reciting with understanding and pauses
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Yahya Ibn Sa‘1d 4% said, “Once Muhammad Ibn Yahya Ibn Habban -
and I were sitting down, and Muhammad called a man over to him and
said to him, 'Tell me what you have heard from your father.' The man
replied that his father had told him that he went to Zayd [bn Thabit «4&-
and asked him, 'What do you think of reciting the whole Qur’an in
seven days?' Zayd said, 'That is good, but I prefer to recite it in two

weeks, or ten days. Ask me why that is.' He said, 'l ask you, then.' Zayd
said, 'So that I canreflect on it and pause in it."””

Understand every verse
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Ibn ‘Ajaybah 4% said, “To understand (the Qur’an) is that the reciter
seeks to comprehend every verse that is related to it. The Qur’an
contains the mention of the Attributes of Allah, Most High, and the
mention of His Actions, and the mention of the circumstances of His
Prophets - upon them be peace - and the mention of the circumstances
of the deniers, and how they were destroyed, and the mention of His

commands and His prohibitions, and the mention of Paradise and
Hell.”




Learning the commands in the Qur’an
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‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar Ibn al-Khattab w4 said, “We spent a long life
and each of us was given iman before the Qur’an. A siirah would be
revealed upon Muhammad ﬂ};, and he would teach us its halal, its
haram, its commands and prohibitions, and also those matters at which
one should stop. Then I saw people who were given the Qur’an before
iman, so one of them recites the Qur’an from Stirah al-Fatihah till the
end, but he is unable to learn what the Qur’an commands him of, stops
him from, and where he should stop, and he tosses it aside like cheap
dates are tossed aside (i.e., does not give it any importance).”

The righteous predecessors preferred to understand the
Qur’ an and recite it
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Ibn ‘Awn 4% said, “I love three things for myself and for my brothers.
They are:

¢ This Sunnah: That they learn it, and ask about it.
¢ The Qur’an: That they understand it and ask about it.

+ Thatthey mention the people only in good terms.




The manner in which the righteous predecessors recited the
Qur’an
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‘Ubaydullah Ibn ‘Abd ur-Rahman Ibn Mawhib 4% said, “I heard
Muhammad Ibn Ka‘b al-Quraziyy 4% saying, ‘Were I to recite in my
night until the morning only Stirah /dha zulzilat and al-Qari‘ah only
without adding any other recitation, and only repeating them and
reflecting, this would be more beloved to me than reciting the Qur’an
quickly, or tossing it aside like cheap dates (i.e. not giving it
importance).”

The manner in which the righteous predecessors taught the
Qur’an
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Abii Bakr Ibn ‘Ayyash 2% said, “I recited the Qur’an before ‘Asim Ibn
Abi Najud«%. He would tell me to recite only one verse to him and not
more, and he would say that this would make the Qur’an more firm (in
my chest). I was afraid that the Shaykh might die before my completion
of the Qur’an, so I kept requesting him to recite more verses to him,
until he allowed me to learn and recite five verses to him every day.”




4. The right of acting by it - Je=ll 3~

The command to follow the Qur’an
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“And this [Qur’an] is a Book We have revealed [which is] blessed, so

follow it andfear Allah that you may receive mercy.”

How the Prophet £ followed the Qur’an
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Sa‘d Ibn Hisham Ibn ‘Amir 4% said “I asked ‘A’ishah &, 'O Mother
of the Faithful, tell me about the character of Allah's Messenger £%'.
She said, 'Don't you read the Qur’an?' [ said, 'Yes.' She said, 'Indeed, the
character of the Prophet of Allah £Z was the Qur’an."”

How the Companions followed the Qur’an
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Ibn Mas‘tid «%- said, “When a man among us would learn ten verses,

he would not go beyond them, until he knew their meanings and acted
by them.”

YMY\@MJMLSBLSJ\UW\ s ol OS2 25 065 e

£ sdh 551 55 g\;ﬂgj;;)\\;;);j\;f;)\)jﬁgw\u\,aj\u,aju,u

g 0 0585555 eV g £ s OV 0335
[54: o elig ey ailly 35 5ol ol
‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar e said, “In the former part of this Ummah
were the Prophet £ and his Companions, who would not memorize a
strah from the Qur an or something like it, except that they were
rovided with action. And indeed,




+ In the latter part of this Ummah will be people among whom even
the little child and the blind person will memorize the Qur’an but will
not be provided with action.”
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Abil ‘Abd ur-Rahman as-Sulamiyy #%, one of the students of the
companions, said, “The people from whom we learnt the Qur'an
informed us that, when they learnt ten verses, they would not go beyond
them to another ten, until they learned whatever was in them related to
action”. He said, “So we learned knowledge and action together (i.e.,
simultaneously)”.

The companions would stop themselves before the Qur’an
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Ibn ‘Abbas &% said, “.... (‘Uyaynah Ibn Hisn Ibn Hudhayfah said),
'Beware! O son of al-Khattab! By Allah, you neither give us sufficient
provision nor judge among us with justice.’

Thereupon ‘Umar became so furious that he intended to harm him, but
Al-Hurr said, 'O Chief of the Believers! Allah said to His Prophet £,
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“Hold to forgiveness, commandwhat is right; and leave (don't punish)
the foolish. (7.199)” and this (i.e. ‘Uyaynah) is one of the foolish.' By




Allah, ‘Umar <« did not overlook that verse when Al-Hurr recited it
before him. He observed (the orders of) Allah's Book strictly...”

The true bearers of the Qur’an
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Ibn ul-Qayyim 2% said, “Some of the pious predecessors would say,
'"The Qur’an was revealed to be acted upon, but the people took its
recitation as its action.' This is why the people of the Qur’an were
(considered to be) the people who act by the Qur’'an, and follow
whatever is in it, even if they do not know the Qur’an by heart (but
when they act by it they will be called AA! ul-Qur’an). But the person
who merely memorizes it, but does not understand it nor act by it, then
he is not of the Akl ul-Qur’an, even if he recites the letters and tajwid
perfectly, justas arrows are straightened perfectly.”

Those truly worthy of reciting the Qur’an
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Hasan (al-Basriyy) 4% said, “Slaves and children have read this
Qur’an, but have not taken it from its beginning, nor do they have
knowledge of its meaning and interpretation. And the most worthy
person of reciting the Qur’an is the one in whose action the Qur’an can
beseen.”

The mere recitation of the Qur’an is not enough
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‘Umar Ibn ul-Khattab ¥4 said, “Those who recite the Qur’an should
not deceive you by it (their recitation), as it is only what they are
speaking. Instead, you should look up to those who (also) act by it.”

Presenting oneself before the Qur’an
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‘Abdullah Ibn Mas‘iid <« said, “He who likes to know if he loves
Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, should present himself before the
Qur’an. If he loves the Qur’an, he loves Allah, the Mighty and
Majestic, because the Qur’an is the Speech of Allah, the Mighty and
Majestic.”

The bearer of the Qur’an worries about their ‘amal
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Abili Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Husayn al-Ajurriyy 2% said, “When a
person studies the Qur’an with comprehension and attention,

+ then his only concern is to follow what Allah has commanded him
with, and to stop from what Allah has forbidden him from.

+ Hisconcernis not when the strah will end.”

The way of the bearers of the Qur’an
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Al-Ajurriyy said in ‘The Character of the Bearers of the Qur’an’, “He
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reads the Qur’an to discipline himself according to it, and his concern
is,

+  When will I be of those who have taqwa?

+  When will I be of those who are humbly submissive?

+  When will I be of those who are patient?

+  When will  abstain from the world?

+  When will [ restrain myself from temptations?”

Being concerned about the limits set by the Qur’an, along
with its letters
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Yahya Ibn Sa‘id 4% reported that ‘Abdullah Ibn Mas‘tGd <4 saidto a
certain man, “You are in a time when men of understanding (fugaha’)
are many and Qur’an reciters are few, when the limits of behaviour
defined in the Qur’an are guarded and its letters are lost,

+ when few people ask and many give, when they make the prayer
long and the khutbah short, and put their actions before their desires.

+ A time will come upon men when their fugaha’ are few but their
Qur’an reciters are many, when the letters of the Qur’an are guarded
carefully butits limits are lost,

+ when many ask but few give,

+ when they make the khutbah long but the prayer short,

+ and put their desires before their actions.”




Confirming the Qur’an with one's action
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Mansir 4% said, “I said to Mujahid #%, 'O Abu ul-Hajjaj, the statement
of Allah, “And the one who has brought the truth and [they who]
believed in it” who are they?' He said, 'They are those who bring the
Qur’an, so the other says, “This is the Qur’an which you gave us, and
we have done what is in it.”"”

Taking the effect of the Qur’an
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Hasan al-Basriyy 4% said, “By Allah! Reflecting upon the Qur’an is not
the preservation of'its words (by careful recitation) while neglecting its
set limits. There is one of them who says, 'l have recited the entire

Qur’an', while nothing of the Qur’an can be seen in his character or
action.”

The effect of the Qur’an is visible on the bearer of the Qur’an
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‘Abdullah Ibn Mas‘td <= said, “It befits the hamil ul-Qur’an (the
bearer of the Qur’an)




¢ thatheisrecognized by his nights when people are asleep.
+ Thatheisrecognized by his day when people are eating.

+ He is recognized by his grief, when people are delighting
themselves.

+ Heisrecognized by his crying, when people are laughing.
+ Heisrecognized by his silence, when people are busy talking.

+ He is recognized by his khushii* and humility, when people are
boastful and arrogant.

¢ And the hamil ul-Qur’an should weep, be gentle and tolerant,
understanding, talk little.

+ It does not befit the hamil ul-Qur’an to make noise, scream, yell, or
be hasty.”
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Al-Fudayl Ibn ‘Iyad #% said, “The bearer of the Qur’an is like the

bearer of the flag of Islam.

+ Itdoes not befit him to be engaged in play with those who engage in

play,

+ ortobeheedless with those who are heedless,

+ orto engage in vain talk with those who engage in vain talk - out of
respect for the right of the Qur’an.”

Those who remain hard hearted despite reciting the Qur’an
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Mu‘adh Ibn Jabal «4 said, “Soon this Qur’an will become worn out in
the chests of some people, as clothes become worn out and rip. They
will read this Qur’an, but not find any inclination or pleasure towards it.

¢ They will wear the skins of wolves on the hearts of wolves.
¢ Their work will be out of greed, without fear of Allah.

¢ If they fall short in doing something, they say, 'We will attain the
reward.' And if they do something wrong they say, "We will be forgiven,
because we don't associate any partners with Allah."”

Do notbe of those who turn away from the Qur’an
alll 33 e 1S5 Juwu;.udvs S EIESANEREER I 1

CNLM’?;” &\@&sgu&ff,{ﬂu\&a;ui\mL;\/C\S&,gf,fjﬁm et =

[19162:7 otV n] .51.3\ <) Cre
Muhammad Ibn us-Samak #% said, “How many of those who remind
others of Allah forget Him?

+ How many of those who caution others of Allah are daring before
Him?

¢ Andhow many of those who call to Allah flee from Him?

+ And how many of those who recite the Book of Allah become

detached from the verses of Allah?”

Reading the Qur’anin order to improve one's actions
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Imam al-Ajurriyy said, “He studies the Qur’an to discipline himself
according to it, and he is not pleased with himself to perform with
ignorance what Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, has obligated upon
him, for he has made knowledge and comprehension his guide towards
every goodness.”
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5. The right of conveying - &4l G3a
Conveying whatever a person learns of the Qur’an

PR LA R P B P PR S P I PR PR RE S k¢
0 e SRR T 88 e DS g 55 V3
[3461L:cs, ) s
‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Amr w% reported that the Prophet £ said, “Convey
(my teachings) to the people, even if it were a single sentence. And tell
others the stories of Baniyy Isra’1l (which have been taught to you), for
it is not sinful to do so. And whoever tells a lie about me intentionally,
will surely take his place in the (Hell) Fire.”
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(Sahl Ibn Sa‘d < reported that Allah's Messenger ££ said,) “....For
by Allah, if one man is guided on the right path (i.e. converted to Islam)
through you, it would be better for you than (a great number of) red
camels.”

Continuous reward for teaching one verse of the Qur’an
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Abu Malik al-Ashja‘iyy 4% reported from his father that the
Messenger of Allah £ said, “Whoever teaches a verse of the Book of
Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, will receive its reward as long as it is
recited.”




The Etiquettes of Reciting the Qur’'an

Reciting the Qur’an with faith
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Abu us-Safar 4% said that Hudhayfah «= said, “We are a people who
were given iman before we were given the Qur'an. And you are a
people who are being given the Qur’an before you were given iman.”

Reciting the Qur’an purely for Allah's Approval
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Abii Sa‘id al-Khudriyy < reported that he heard the Prophet £
saying, “Learn the Qur’an, and by it ask Allah for Jannah, before some
others come who will learn the Qur’an, but will demand worldly
benefits through it. For indeed, there are three who learn the Qur’an: a

man who shows off by it, a man who eats through it, and a man who
reads it for Allah.”

Refraining from showing off
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Abi Hurayrah <& reported...I heard Allah's Messenger &£ say, “The
first of men (whose case) will be decided on the Day of Resurrectlon
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will be a man (who died as a martyr)...then will be brought forward a
man who acquired knowledge and imparted it (to others) and recited
the Qur’an. He will be brought, and Allah will make him recount His
blessings, and he will recount them (and admit having enjoyed them in
his lifetime). Then, Allah will ask, 'What did you do (to requite these
blessings)?' He will say, 'l acquired knowledge and disseminated it and
recited the Qur’an seeking Your pleasure.' Allah will say, "You have told
alie. You acquired knowledge so that you might be called “a scholar”,
and you recited the Qur’an so that it might be said, “He is a qari’” and
such has been said.' Then orders will be passed against him, and he shall
be dragged with his face downward and cast into the Fire.”

Refraining from pride and conceit
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‘Abbas % [bn ‘Abd ul-Muttalib said, “Allah's Messenger ﬁﬁf said,
"This religion will prevail until it will go beyond the seas, and the horses
will be dedicated in the way of Allah. Then some people will come who
recite the Qur’an, and when they will finish reciting, they say, 'We have
read the Qur’an. Who can read it better than us? Who knows more than
us? He £ turned towards his companions and asked, 'Do you think
there is any good in those people?' They said, 'No.' He said, "They will
be among you, and they will be from this nation, yet they will be the
fuel of the Fire.”
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‘Isa Ibn ‘Umar an-Nahwiyy #% said, “I came to Hasan 4% and stayed

with him, and I heard him say, 'There are three types of people who

recite this Qur’an:

+ He who recites it, and makes it into trade goods, taking it from city

to city.

+ He who recites it, and insists on its recitation and letters, but

neglects its set limits, and says, “By Allah I will never drop even a

single mode of recitation of the Qur’an!” May Allah multiply the

graves with such people and empty the houses from such people. By

Allah! They are even more proud than a king on his throne, or an orator

on his podium.

+ He who recites the Qur’an, stays up in the night, remains thirsty in
the day, restrains his wishes because of it. Such people sit on their
knees, remaining in their places of worship, and because of them Allah
keeps our enemies away from us, because of them Allah sends rain on
us. This type of people who recite the Qur’an are rarer than red sulfur."””

Do not learn the Qur’an for the approval of people
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Abl Firas <% reported that ‘Umar Ibn al-Khattab <% said,




“Currently, we only find people learning the Qur’an seeking by it (the
approval of) Allah. But I fear that eventually, there will be people who
learn the Qur’an seeking by it (the approval of) people and whatever
they have. So by your (learning of the) Qur’an and your actions, seek
only Allah.”
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Muhammad Ibn ul-Husayn 2% (later) said, “If ‘Umar feared regarding
the people of his time who recited the Qur’an, that they might
eventually seek dirhams in exchange for reciting, then what do you
think about the people of the present?”

Do not recite the Qur'an with the intention of earning
worldly benefits
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Abi Sa‘id al-Khudriyy < said, “I heard Allah's Messenger ££ say,
'After sixty years will come a generation that will neglect the salah, will
pursue desires, and will meet evil. After them will come a generation
that will recite the Qur’an, but it will not go past their throats.
There are three kinds of people who recite the Qur’an:
+ thebeliever,
¢ thehypocrite,

+ and the wicked."” Bashir 4% (one of the narrators) said, “I asked Al-
Walid 4, 'Who are these three?' He said, 'The hypocrite denies it, the
wicked eats by it, and the believer believes in it."”
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Ibn Battal #% said, “This means that the recitation of the wicked and of
the hypocrite does not ascend to Allah, nor is it accepted by Him.

+ The only recitation that is worthy of acceptance is the one by which
the Face of Allah is sought, and the intention is to seek nearness to
Him.”

deuifm‘wy\,mﬁ)&,f S R
OENT5 2an) “;ﬁ@;@u\a;ﬁ;&;&@y(o%\)usﬁ\’@t_‘?g:w}@

g PO O30 OUAN & 525 2 52 i K6 eyl JL2ES
(19944337 ctar§ ]
‘Imran Ibn Husayn <« narrated that once, he passed by a man who
was reciting the Qur’an to the people, and after completing his
recitation, he began asking (them for payment). (On seeing this,)

‘Imran said, “éj;?,‘j oJ ﬁ‘/j W Lj\,” “Indeed to Allah we belong and to
Him we shall return,” and said, “I heard the Prophet £z saying, 'He who
recites the Qur’an should ask Allah (to reward him) for it, because soon
there will come some people who will recite the Qur’an and ask people
(toreward him) forit."””
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‘Abd ul-Rahman Ibn Shibl al-Ansariyy «i% reported that
Mu‘awiyah <% said to him, “When you come to my tent, then stay and
narrate what you have heard from Allah's Messenger £z.” He said, “I
heard Allah's Messenger £7 saying, Recite the Qur’an,

+ and donotmake it ameans of eating,

+ nor collect more wealth by it,




+ norbecome hard-hearted regarding it,

¢ nordo ghuluwwinit.”

Do notrecite the Qur’an for the things of this world
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Muhammad Ibnul-Husayn % said, “He who recites the Qur’an for this
world or for the people attached to this world, his manner will be that he
will only guard and preserve the letters of the Qur’an and will neglect
its set limits, and he will consider himself superior, belittling others. He
has considered the Qur’an as a commodity by which he receives money
from the rich and by which he fulfills his needs. He honours the people
attached to this world and belittles the poor. If he finds out about a rich
person, he is gentle with him, hoping for his money. And if he finds out
about a poor and needy person, he scolds him and is harsh with him
because that needy person has no money for which he can hope.”

Recite with attentiveness
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The Prophet £ said, “Recite the Qur’an as long as your hearts agree to
do so, and when they don't, then get up (and leave its recital for the time
being).”

Recite with awareness
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‘Aliyy <4 Ibn Abi Talib reported that a man of the Ansar called him
and ‘Abd ur-Rahman Ibn ‘Awf «= and supplied them wine, before it
was prohibited. ‘Aliyy < then led them in the evening prayer, and he
recited, (&3 };&J\ Py f}j) “Say, 'O you who reject faith'” but got
confused in it. Then the following verse came down:
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“O you who have believed, do not approach prayer while you are
intoxicated until you know what you are saying.”

Recite with the presence of all of one's senses
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“Indeed in that is a reminder for whoever has a heart or who listens
while he is present [in mind].”
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Ibn ul-Qayyim 4% said, “If you wish to benefit from the Qur’an, then
keep your heart focused while reciting it or listening to it. And focus
your listening. And be attentive with the attentiveness of someone who
is being directly addressed through it (the Qur’an), to whom He the
Exalted is speaking. Indeed, Allah has addressed you upon the tongue
of His Messenger.”

Recite with the fear of Allah
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It is preferable that a person weeps spontaneously while reciting the
Qur’an, or ifunable to do so, that he makes himself weep.
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‘A’ishah & reported from the Prophet £ that “The best of people
with respect to recitation is the one who, when he recites, you can see
that he fears Allah.”

During recitation, one's physical state should also change

-
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‘Abdullah 4% Ibn ‘Urwah Ibn Zubayr said, “I asked my grandmother
Asma’, 'How were the Companions of Allah's Messenger £z, when

they remted the Qur’an?' She said, 'They were as Allah, Most High,
praised them: their eyes would weep, and their skins would shiver."””

Crying while reciting the Qur’an
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“....When the verses of the Most Merciful were recited to them, they fell
in prostration andweeping.”
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Mutarrif #% reported from his father who said, “I came to the
Prophetz, while he was performing salah, and from his chest was
coming the sound of a boiling pot.”

The Companions would cry while reciting the Qur’an
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‘A’ishah @i, the wife of the Prophet £ said, “I had seen my parents
following Islam since [ attained the age of puberty. Not a day passed but
the Prophet & visited us, both in the mornings and evenings. My
father, Abt Bakr = thought of building a mosque in the courtyard of
his house, and he did so. He used to pray and recite the Qur’an in it. The
pagan women and their children used to stand by him and look at him
with surprise. Abli Bakr <« was a softhearted person, and could not
help weeping while reciting the Qur’an. The chiefs of the Quraysh
pagans became afraid of that (i.e. that their children and women might
be affected by the recitation of Qur’an).”

Reciting the Qur’an with reflection
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It is obligatory upon the reciter to recite the Qur’an with reflection and
comprehension because of the statement of Allah the Exalted,
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“Then do they not reflect upon the Qur’an, or are there locks upon
[their] hearts?”
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The reciter should distance himself from things that prevent him from
comprehension, and so he should not think about this world, but rather
he should reflect over the Noble Qur’an.

Reciting the Qur’an with reflection rather than reciting it
quickly
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Ash-Sha'biyy 2% said that ‘Abdullah «i& said, “Do not recite the
Qur’an quickly as if it were poetry, and do not toss it aside as cheap
dates are tossed aside, but rather pause at its wonders, and move hearts
with it.”




The concern and grief of the Prophet £
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‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umayr % asked ‘A’ishah &, “Tell us about the most
unusual thing you witnessed from Allah's Messenger £z.” She cried
and said, “One night, he got up and said, 'O ‘A’ishah <&, let me
worship my Lord.' I said, 'By Allah, I love your being close to me, but I
also love what pleases you.' He got up and purified himself. He then
stood up in prayer and continued to cry until even his lap became wet.
He continued to weep, until the ground became wet. When Bilal <
came to make the call to prayer, he saw him crying and asked, 'O
Messenger of Allah&z! You are crying, while Allah has forgiven you
your previous and latter sins?' He said, 'Shall I not be a grateful servant?
Certainly, some verses have been revealed to me this night, woe to the
one who recites them but does not contemplate them:
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Taking care of cleanliness
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Muhajir Ibn Qunfudh <% reported that he came to the Prophet £
while he was urinating and saluted him. The Prophet £ did not return
the salutation to him until he performed ablution. He then apologized to
him, saying: “I disliked remembering Allah except in the state of
purification.”

Cleaning the mouth with miswak
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It is masniin for the reciter to clean his mouth with a siwak before
recitation, out of respect for the Qur’an
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Samurah reported from the Prophet £z, “Clean your mouths with a
siwak, for the mouth is the pathway of the Qur’an.”
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‘Alilyy <« commanded the use of the siwak and said, “Allah's
Messenger £7 said, 'When a servant uses a siwak, and stands to
perform salah, an angel stands behind him, listening closely to his
recitation. He then draws closer and closer to him, until he places his
mouth upon the mouth. Whatever he recites from the Noble Qur’an, it
enters inside the angel.

So purify your mouths (with a siwak) for (the recitation of) the Noble
Qur’an.”

Being in a state of wudu’
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It is preferable for the reciter to be in a state of wudd’, because
recitation is a kind of worship

The place should be clean
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It is necessary that the recitation be in a place that is clean, and in which
there is not even a little bit of impurity

Facing the Qiblah
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It is preferable for the reciter to sit facing the Qiblah, as much as he is
able.

Reciting while laying down
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Mangtr Ibn Safiyyah % reported that his mother told him that

‘A’ishah«- told her, “The Prophet £ used to lean on my lap, and
recite Qur’an, while [ was in my menses.”

Reciting while riding
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‘Abdullah Ibn Mughaffal <& said, “I saw Allah's Messenger £
reciting Strat al-Fath on his she-camel, on the day of the Conquest of
Makkah.”

Seeking refuge with Allah before recitation
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It is necessary for the reciter to seek refuge with Allah against the
accursed shaytan, at the beginning of the recitation, because of the
statement of Allah, Most High, “So when you recite the Qur’an, then
seek refuge with Allah against the accursed shaytan and the best way
of doing so is (to say), ez 3! uUa.....J\ X wb 3 31 “Iseek refuge in Allah
from the accursed shaytan.”

Reciting the Basmalah
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Itis necessary for the reciter to say the basmalah at the beginning every
stirah, except for Surat at-Tawbah.

Reciting from the mushaf
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‘Abdullah Ibn Mas‘@d <« reported from the Prophet £z, “Whoever
wants to love Allah and His Messenger should recite what is in the
mushaf.”

Taking care of the arrangement
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The reciter should recite the Qur’an, according to the arrangement of
the mushaf.
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When the reciter begins the recitation of a stirah, he should complete it.

Reciting with zartil (slow and distinct, measured recitation)
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¢ The person who wants to recite the Qur’an should recite it with
tartil, as Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, has said, “And recite the

»»

Qur anwith a slow, measured recitation.

+ It has been said in the tafsir (that it means) “reciting distinctly with
pauses.”

+ And know that when he recites it slowly and clearly, then those
listening to him will benefit, and he will also benefit himself, because
he is reciting it as he was commanded to, as Allah, the Mighty and
Majestic, has said: “And [it is] a Qur’an which We have separated [by
intervals] that you might recite it to the people over a prolonged
period.” Meaning, unhurried.
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Ibrahim % said, “‘Alqamah 4% recited the Qur’an before
‘Abdullah <4, and it was as if he was ready quickly, so ‘Abdullah «-
said, 'May my mother be sacrificed for you! Read slowly; this is the
adornment of the Qur’an.” Ibrahim % said, “‘Alqamah would recite
the Qur’an very beautifully.”
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Abii Jamrah ad-Duba‘iyy 4% said, “I told Ibn ‘Abbas w, 'Trecite very
quickly and can complete the recitation of Qur’an in three days.' He
said, "Were I to recite Siirah al-Baqarah in the night, and reflect upon it,
and recite it with zartil, that would be more beloved to me than reciting
asyousay youdo."”

Reciting beautifully
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The reciter should recite the Qur’an in a beautiful voice.
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Abii Hurayrah <« used to say, “Allah's Messenger £ said, 'Allah
does not listen to a prophet as He listens to a prophet who recites the
Qur’an in a pleasant tone.”” The companion of the sub-narrator (Abt
Salamah) said, “It means reciting it aloud.”

Beautifying the Qur’an with ones voice

1551550 OV 55 2000325 J6E L P
[1468:231> of ] e
Al-Bara’ Ibn ‘Azib < said, “Allah's Messenger £; said, 'Beautify
the Qur’an with your voices."”

The importance of reciting beautifully

ﬁ
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(“Abd ul-Jabbar Ibn ul-Wardi #% said that he heard Ibn Abi
Mulaykah#% saying,) ‘Ubaydullah Ibn Ab1 Yazid #% said, 'Abi
Lubabah <« passed by us, and we followed him until he entered his
house, and we also entered it. There was a man in a rusty house and in
shabby condition. I heard him say, “I heard Allah's Messenger £
saying, 'He is not one of us who does not chant the Qur’an.”” He (‘Abd
ul-Jabbar #%) said to Ibn Ab1 Mulaykah 4%, “Abii Muhammad, what
about when a person does not have pleasant voice?” He said, “He
should recite with as pleasant voice as he can manage.”




The family of Dawiid would recite beautifully
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(Abt Burdah reported on the authority of) Abli Miisa «= that Allah's
Messenger £ had said to Abli Miisa <, “If you were to see me, as |
was listening to your recitation (of the Qur’an) yester-night (you would

have felt delighted). You are in fact endowed with a sweet voice like
that of the family of Dawtid.”

The Prophet £; recited the Qur’an beautifully
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Al-Bara’ < said, “I heard the Prophet £ reciting ( u}ie 3 ‘;;.-::“3)
‘Wa at-tini wa az-zaytini' (95) in the ‘isha’ prayer, and [ never heard
a sweeter voice or a better way of recitation than his (the Prophet's).”

Elongating properly
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Qatadah #% said, “Anas <% was asked, 'How was the recitation (of the
Qur’an) of the Prophet £2?' He replied, 'It was characterized by the
prolongation of certain sounds." He then recited, 'Bismillah ir-
Rahman ir-Rahim (In the Name of Allah, the Extremely Merciful, the
Ever Merciful)' prolonging the pronunciation of 'Bismillah', and of
'ar-Rahman' and ' ar-Rahim."”

Reciting with Tarji
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‘Abdullah Ibn Mughaffal < said, “I saw the Prophet £ reciting (the
Qur’an) while he was riding on his she-camel or camel which was
moving, carrying him. He was reciting Stirat al-Fath or part of Stirat al-
Fath very softly and in an attractive vibrating tone.”

Recitation should not be like singing
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A man from the Companions of the Prophet £ said, “Indeed, I heard
Allah's Messenger £ saying, 'Rush in doing good deeds before (the
coming of) six: governance by the foolish, the abundance of security
forces, the cutting of relationships, the buying and selling of rulings,
the belittling of murder, and the youths who will recite the Qur’an as if
it were a song. They will take as imam a person who is neither a jurist
nor a scholar, and the only reason why this person will be put forward is
that he recites the Qur’an as if it were a song."””’

Do not focus only on the perfect pronunciation of sounds
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Jabir Ibn ‘Abdillah w# said, “...A people will come who will perfect
its recitation like arrows are straightened, but they will seek its
compensation immediately (in this world) and not defer it (to the
Hereafter).”
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“& jatds al i s sy’ “A people will come who will perfect its
recitation” means that there will be people who will perfectly
pronounce the words and letters, and be obsessed in guarding the
makharij and sifat.

R
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el LS “like arrows are straightened” means that they will
exaggerate a great deal in recitation, in order to show off for the sake of
fame, boasting, and earning a good name.

+ At-Tibiyy 4% said, “This hadith speaks of removing hardship from
the apparent aspect (of recitation) and creating ease in the rules (of
recitation), and of seeking reward from Allah, exhibiting sincerity in

action, reflecting on the meaning of Qur’an, and marveling at its
wonders.”

. “yjl;w meaning they will seek its compensation immediately in
this world.

. G }.L,L.a ‘ﬂ 9’ they do not defer it to attain its reward in the
Hereafter. They give preference to the benefits of the world over the
endless benefits of the Hereafter. They make it a profession to earn
money and do not trust Allah.

Reciting in a moderate volume
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It is preferable to recite in a volume that is between loudness and being
too soft, in accordance to the statement of Allah the Exalted: “And do
not recite [too] loudly in your prayer or [too] quietly but seek between
that an [intermediate] way.”




Allowing oneself to listen
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Ash-Sha‘biyy 4% said, “When you recite the Qur’an, then recite in a
way that both your ears can listen, and your heart comprehend, because
the ears are the connection between the tongue and the heart.”

Reflecting upon and responding to what he is reading
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+ Itispreferable for the reciter that, when he comes across a verse that
mentions mercy, he then seeks Allah's mercy.

+ And that, when he comes across a verse that mentions punishment,
he then seeks refuge from Allah's punishment.

+ And that, when he comes across a verse that arouses hope, he then
hopes from Allah that He will forgive the Muslims.

+ And that, when he comes across verses that mention the ayat
kawniyyat or Allah's creation, Allah's greatness, he then reflects and

ponders andsays, o 1 s b -z bt 1ok LS L L35
“Our Lord, You did not create this aimlessly, exalted are You [above
such athing]; then protect us from the punishment of the Fire.”
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Hudhayfah < said, “I prayed with the Prophet £Z one night and he
started reciting al-Baqgarah. I thought that he would bow at the end of
one hundred verses, but he proceeded on. I then thought that he would
perhaps recite the whole (stirah) in a rak ‘ah, but he proceeded, and I
thought he would perhaps bow upon completing (this siirah). He then
started an-Nisa’, and recited it. He then started Ali ‘Imran and recited
leisurely.

+ And when he recited the verses which referred to the glory of Allah,
he glorified (Him),

+ and when he recited the verses which tell (how the Lord) is to be
begged, he would then beg (from Him),

+ and when he recited the verses dealing with protection from the
Lord, he sought (His) protection....”

Repeating the verses
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Abu ul-Mutawakkil an-Naajiyy 4 reported that Allah's Messenger £7
stood one night to worship, and the entire night he recited a verse
repeatedly to himself.
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Abil Dharr < said, “Allah's Messenger £ prayed one night, and
recited a verse until the morning. He would make rukii‘ and sujud after
the same verse, 'If You should punish them — indeed they are Your
servants; but if You forgive them — indeed it is You Who are the Exalted
in Might, the Wise.' So when it was morning, | asked, 'O Messenger of
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Allah#£Z, you continued to recite the same verse until morning, making
ruk@’ and sujid after it?' He said, 'l asked my Lord for intercession for
my ummah and He gave it to me, and it will apply — if Allah wills — to
every person who does not associate any partner with Allah the
Exalted.”

The righteous predecessors would repeat the verses
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Hasan 4% narrated that, one mght he remted the same verse

(’"..;r,) )5"““ “U‘ 5 U“j-'”"-’ Y ‘,"U‘ ox ‘)’W &8\ “Andifyou should
count the favors of Allah , you could not enumerate them. Indeed, Allah
is Forgiving and Merciful "until it was morning.
When he was asked about that he said, “Indeed there is in it a huge
lesson. We neither lift our glance nor return it except that our vision

falls on some blessing. And the blessings of Allah about which we do
notknow are too many.”
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It was reported from Tamim Ad-Dariyy «i% that he stood in prayer one
night, reciting the verse
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“Or do those who commit evils think We will make them like those who
have believed and done righteous deeds - [make them] equal in their
life and their death? Evil is that which they judge.”
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Ibn ul-Qayyim#% said, “This was a habit of the righteous predecessors,
that they would recite the same verse repeatedly, until it was morning.”
Prostrating at the verses of prostration
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The reciter should prostrate at the recitation of a verse of prostration.
Stopping the recitation upon yawning
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Part of respecting the Qur’an is that, when the reciter yawns, he should
stop the recitation, because when he is reciting he is speaking to his
Lord and confiding in Him, and yawning is from shaytan. Mujahid&
said, “When you yawn during the recitation of the Qur’an, then, out of
respect for the Qur’an, stop the recitation until your yawn is over.”

Not talking during recitation
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The reciter should not stop his recitation to talk. But if someone greets
him with salam, then he can respond to the salam, and return to the

recitation, because responding to the greeting is an obligation imposed
by Allah.
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Nafi‘#% said, “Whenever Ibn ‘Umarw=% recited the Qur’an, he would
not speak to anyone until he had finished his recitation.”
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Notinterrupting the recitation, to the best of one's ability
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Jabir Ibn ‘Abdullah <« said, “We proceeded in the company of Allah's
Messenger £ for the battle of Dhat ar-Riga’. One of the Muslims
killed the wife of one of the unbelievers. He (the husband of the woman
killed) took an oath saying, 'l shall not rest until I kill one of the
companions of Muhammad.' He went out following the footsteps of the
Prophet £ . The Prophet £z encamped at a certain place. He said, 'Who
will keep a watch over us?' A Muhajir (one of the Emigrants) and an
Ansariyy (one of the Helpers) responded. He said, 'Go to the mouth of
the mountain-pass.' When they went to the mouth of the mountain-
pass, the Muhajir lay down, while the Ansariyy stood praying. The man
(the enemy) came to them. When he saw the Ansariyy, he realised that
he was the watchman of the Muslims. He shot him with an arrow and
hit the target. But the Ansariyy (took the arrow out and) threw it away.
He (the enemy) then shot three arrows. Then the Ansariyy bowed and
prostrated and awoke his companion. When he (the enemy) perceived
that they (the Muslims) had become aware of his presence, he ran away.

When the Muhajir saw the Ansariyy bleeding, he asked him, 'Glory be
to Allah! Why did you not wake me up the first time when he shot at
you?' He replied, 'l was busy reciting a chapter of the Qur’an, and I did
not like to leaveit."”




The Etiquettes of listening to the Qur’an

The importance of listening to the Qur’an
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‘Abdullah <« reported that the Prophet £ said to him, “Recite the

Qur’an to me.” I (“Abdullah) said, “Shall I recite (the Qur’an) to you

while it has been revealed to you?” He said, “I like to hear it from
others.”

Listening attentively and quietly
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“So when the Qur’ an is recited, then listen to it and pay attention that
you may receive mercy.”

The difference between listening attentively and observing
silence
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¢ Shaykh as-Sa‘diyy % said, “This command is for all who listen to




the Book of Allah being recited. Each person is instructed to listen
attentively and to observe silence.

+ And the difference between ‘0\-@-)3}5]’ 'listening attentively' and
'observing silence' is that 'observing silence' is in the apparent, that a
person should not talk or occupy himself with something that will distract
him from listening to the Qur’an. As for 'listening attentively' to it,

o &\-3-“,-3‘3)‘” then is to be present with his listening, be attentive with
his heart, and reflect on what he is listening to.

+  Whoever observes these two rules while the Book of Allah is being
recited, then he will attain abundant goodness, much knowledge,
continuous revival of faith, increasing guidance and insight in his
religion.

¢ Thisis why Allah has made the receipt of mercy conditional to these
two. This shows that the person before whom the Book is being recited,
but he does not listen attentively nor observe silence, then he will be
deprived from the share of mercy, and has missed out on abundant
goodness.”

Paying attention while listening to the Qur’an
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‘Abdullah Ibn Mas‘td <4 said, “When you hear Allah saying 'O you

who have believed,’ then listen attentively, for indeed it is either

something good that He is commanding, or something evil that He is
forbidding.”

Not making noise
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“And those who disbelieve say, 'Do not listen to this Qur’ an and speak

122

noisily during [the recitation of] it that perhaps you will overcome.




Not being busy with something else while listening to the
Qur’an
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Ibn ‘Uthaymin 4% said, “When the Qur’an is being recited before a
person, then it is not correct for him to be negligent or distracted, or be
engaged in conversation. Rather, he should listen attentively, and
observe silence so that the Mercy of Allah may reach him.”
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Khaliyy al-Falatan Ibn ‘Asim < said, ... When the revelation came to
him (the Prophet £7) his eyes would remain open, and his ears and heart
would become entirely focused on what was coming to him from Allah.”
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Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaymin £ said, “It is not of proper etiquette that when
the Book of Allah is being recited to you, even if it be from a cassette,
that youremain distracted fromiit,

¢ Dbecause of the statement of Allah the Blessed and Exalted,

28 25

RS E R Z;'\j.gj\ gsjj \313) 'So when the Qur’ an is recited, then
listen to it and pay attention that you may receive mercy.' This is why
we say that if you are free to listen attentively then listen attentively,
and if you are occupied then do not play the recitation.”

The state of the heart should change while listening to the
Qur’an

T4 20 Eaan QB R ) pog g 08 walid o 2 p ol 05 Y




BT T ke B0 085 Y 5 o5 @iy A LS B

> 5 ,9»1"

[4854:¢s bl s 2 N &E 3\5[37:,)@] %O:} 2
Muhammad Ibn Jubayr Ibn Mut‘im #% reported that his father «e
said, “I heard the Prophet £ reciting Strat at-Tir in the maghrib
prayer, and when he reached the verse(s)
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‘Or were they created by nothing, or were they the creators [of
themselves]? Or did they create the heavens and the earth? Rather,
they are not certain. Or have they the depositories [containing the
provision] of your Lord? Or are they the controllers [of them]?'(52:35-
37) my heart was about to fly (when I realized this firm argument).”

Being overcome with the fear of Allah while listening to the
Qur’an
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“Those were the ones upon whom Allah bestowed favor from among
the prophets of the descendants of Adam and of those We carried [in the
ship] with Noah, and of the descendants of Abraham and Israel, and of

those whom We guided and chose. When the verses of the Most Merciful
were recited to them, they fell in prostration and weeping.”

Goosebumps
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“Allah has sent down the best statement: a consistent Book wherein is
reiteration. The skins shiver therefrom of those who fear their Lord;
then their skins and their hearts relax at the remembrance of Allah.
That is the guidance of Allah by which He guides whom He wills. And
one whom Allah leaves astray - for him there is no guide.”

Crying
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“Andwhen they hear what has been revealed to the Messenger, you see
their eyes overflowing with tears because of what they have recognized
of the truth. They say, "Our Lord, we have believed, so register us
among the witnesses (i.e., the Companions of the Prophet s).”
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‘Abdullah (ibn Mas ‘tid) < said, “Allah's Messenger £Z said (to me),
'Recite the Qur’an to me.' I said, 'Shall I recite (it) to you while it has
beenrevealed to you?'

He said, 'I like to hear it from another person.' So I recited Surat an-
Nisa’ (The Women) till I reached the verse
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‘So how [will it be] when We bring from every nation a witness and we
bring you, [O Muhammad|] against these [people] as a witness?'(4:41)
Then he said to me, 'Stop!" Thereupon I saw his eyes overflowing with
tears.”




The Etiquettes Related to the Mushaf

The etiquette of writing the mushaf
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Part of honouring the Qur’an is that he should show respect while
writing the mushaf.

The etiquette of holding the mushaf
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And part of honouring the Qur’an is that he should not make the mushaf
apillow, nor recline on it, nor throw it while passing it to someone.

The etiquette of putting the mushaf down
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+ Part of honouring the Qur’an is that when he puts the mushaf away,

he should not leave it open, nor place any other book on top of it. It
should be above all books,

+ whether those books are of knowledge or any other kind.

+ Part of honouring the Qur’an is also that when he is reciting it, he
should place it in his lap or on something in front of him. He should not
putiton the floor.

Opening it and looking at it every day
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¢ Part of honouring the Qur’an is that no day should pass by without
him looking at the mushaf

+ Abl Misa al- Ash‘ariyy «i% said, “I feel shy that a day should pass
and [ have not even looked at the Promise of my Lord even once.”

(Allah has taken the recitation of the Qur’an as a promise:
e e A2t
[45:@,,@‘]0#\&.3&\/@)\ [

“Recite, [O Muhammad], what has been revealed to you of the Book ™.
This is Allah's promise.)

Notsaying that asiirah is small
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Part of honouring the Qur’an is that one should not say “a small stirah.”
Abuul-‘Aliyah % disliked that “This is a small siirah or a big stirah” be

said. When he heard a person saying that, he said, “You are even
smaller than that, and all of the Qur’an is great.”

(Instead of “small”, one should say “short.”)




Du‘a’s related to the Qur’an

The du‘a’ for the Qur’'an becoming the springtime of the
heart
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O Allah, verily I am Your slave, the son of Your male slave, the son of
your female slave. My forelock is in Your hands, Your command
continuously prevails over me. Your Decree concerning me is just. |
beseech You by every one of Your Names — those which You use to
refer to Yourself, or have revealed in Your Book, or have taught to any
one of Your creation, or have chosen to keep hidden with You in the
unseen — to make the Qur’an the springtime of my heart, the light of my
chest, the dispelling of my sadness, and the deportation of my anxiety.
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+ Just as spring is a means of the appearance of the effects of Allah's

mercy, The Most High, and a means of the earth's revival after its death,
similarly the Qur’an is a means of the appearance of

+ the effect of Allah's kindness, such as iman, knowledge, and
understanding, and a means of the removal of the darkness of disbelief,
ignorance, and worry.
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AL-HUDA at a Glance
AL-HUD A International Welfare Foundation Pakistan is diligently imparting knowledge of Qur'an and
Sunnah and serving people through a variety of social welfare programs since 1994.
Educational Programs

Courses of varying durations are offered to impart authentic Islamic education while focusing on moral
and character development of the students. The courses include:

« Taleem al-Qur'an « Tadabbur al-Qur'an « Sawt al-Qur'an Course ~ + Fahm al Qur'an
Diploma Course Course Certificate Course

« Tahfeez al Qur'an « Taleem al Tajweed « Taleem al-Qiraa’at al- « Taleem al Hadith
Course Certificate Course asharah al-Sughra Certificate Course

« Taleem e Deen « Tafheem e Deen « Hayya alal Falah « Correspondence
Course Course Course Courses

» Summer Courses « Reality Touch Course « Courses via Social * Roshni ka Safar

Media * Roshni ki Kiran

Hamaray Bachchay Courses: o Manarallslam o Miftahal Quran e Miftah al Qur'an

Al-Huda International School provides academic education from nursery till O Levels along with
education of Qur'an and Sunnah.

Social Welfare Programs
Al-Huda contributes to the society through the following projects and services:

o Assistance For Deserving e Social Counseling o Umrah Service

o Marriage Bureau o Funeral Services (Ghusl e Mayyat) e Ta'am al Miskeen

o Sacrifice (Sadqa, Agiga, Eid al Adha - Qurbani Project) o Vocational Centre

o Prisoners Support Program e Tree Plantation ¢ Public Health

e Free Medical Camps o Hospital Program e Clinic Facility

o Free Dispensary o Emergency Relief e Flood Relief

o Earth Quake Relief o Crises Relief ¢ Rehabilitation and Constructions
o Winter Protection Drive o Educational Program ¢ Al-Huda Guloona (Orphanage )
e OSC School o Rural Area Program o Urban Area Program

o Provision for Water o Ramadan Ration Project e Construction of Masjids

Mass Communication
To further facilitate the masses, a variety of print and electronic media products are widely available.
® Al-Huda Publications produces and publishes authentic Islamic content in Urdu, English and
various regional languages in form of books, cards, and pamphlets.

® Media Production team prepares a wide range of audio and video resources. They are made
available on TV, radio and social mediums free of cost on topics including Qur'an, hadith, seerah,
figh as well as various subjects including character development and social issues.

® Al-HudaApps:

o Quran for All o QuraninHand o LearnQuran o Alhudalive
o Asmaa'Allahal-Husna e Quranic & MasnoonDuas o Walyyaka Nastaeen o DuaKijiay
e ZadeRah « Sonay Jagnay KayAzkaar o Supplications for Traveling

o Miftah Al-Quran pro o Miftah Al-Quran o MyAlhuda Online

» Websites: www.alhudapk.com, www.farhathashmi.com
» Facebook: www.facebook.com/DrFarhatHashmi

« Youtube: www.youtube.com/drfarhathashmiofficial/
« Telegram: http:// telegram.me/ThePearlsofWisdom




The Messenger of Allah £ said:
'Allah has His own people among mankind.'

They said: 'O Messenger of Allah, who are they?'

He said: "The people of the Qur'an, the people

of Allah and those who are closest to Him.""

[Sunan Ibn Majah: 215]
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